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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), {2), (3), or (4) that best completes the blank. Then
mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

10-

Working on the assembly line was --——-- work because I did the same thing hour after
hour.

1) efficacious 2) monotonous 3) momentous 4) erroneous

People are guilty of -——-- when they make judgments before they know all of the facts.
1) illusion 2) arrogance 3) avarice 4) prejudice

Justin -————- himself from the embarrassing situation by pretending he had to make a
telephone call,

1) extricated 2) extracted 3) exposed 4) expelled

He was accused of manipulating the financial records to cover his -—-——-.

1) suspicion 2) scrutiny 3) fraud 4) paradox

Since the jungle was -———-—, we had to find an alternate route to the village.

1) permanent 2) vulnerable 3) redundant 4) impenetrable
Management refused to ---———- the union’s demands, so a strike costly to both sides
occurred.

1) capitulate to 2) withdraw from  3)1impose on 4) grump about

We had nothing in common, but despite our --——--- backgrounds and interests, my new
roommate and | became good friends by the end of the semester.

1) comprehensive  2) conscious 3) heterogeneous 4) haphazard
Megan’s foreboding about going to class turned out to be --——- as the instructor gave a
surprise test for which she was completely unprepared.

1) qualified 2) justified 3) perplexed 4) wholehearted

If she had known how much of an -——-- her student debt would be, she would have
found a different way to finance her education.

1) application 2) encumbrance 3} unmunity 4) optimism

The mechanic examined the engine carefully but said he was not able to ------ —- the
cause of the problem.

1} pinpoint 2) derive 3) acquire 4) escalate

PART B: Cloze Passage

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best fits
each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

Horticulture has a very long history, The study and science of horticulture dates all the
way back to the times of Cyrus the Great of ancient Persia, and has been going on
(11} - , with present-day horticulturists such as Freeman 5. Howlett and Luther
Burbank, The practice of horticulture can be retraced for (12) -——-— . The cultivation
of taro and yam n Papua New Guinea dates back (13) —--—-—-- at least 69506440
cal BP. The origins of horticulture (14) --—————- in the transition of human
communities from nomadic hunter-gatherers to sedentary  or  semi-sedentary
horticultural communities, (15) —=————-—- a variety of crops on a small scale around
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their dwellings or in specialized plots visited occasionally during migrations from one
area to the next.

11- 1) ever since 2) yet 3) that far 4) still
12- 1) many thousands years 2) many thousands of years
3) years of many thousands 4) many vears of thousands
13- 1) from 2) for 3)in 4)to
14- 1) are laid 2) lay 3) lie 4) are lving
15- 1) cultivating 2) cultivated 3) that cultivated 4) to cultivate

PART C: Reading Comprehension:

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing the best
choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correci choice on your answer sheet

PASSAGE 1

A horticultural flora, also known as agarden flora, 1s a plant identification aid
structured in the same way as a native plants flora. It serves the same purpose: to
facilitate plant identification; however, it only includes plants that are under cultivation
as ornamental plants growing within the prescribed climate zone or region.
Traditionally published in book form, often in several volumes, such floras are
increasingly likely to be produced as websites or CD ROMSs. Horticultural floras
include both cultigens and those wild plants brought directly mto cultivation that do
not have cuoltigen names. They might also include colour images and useful
information specific to the zone or region including: historical details about
outstanding public and private cultivated plant collections: exceptional trees:
prominent nurserymen and plant breeders; references to the taxonomic and other
literature on the plant groups: easy "spotting" or "field" characters useful for quick
identification; notes on ecology (especially the potential of plants to naturalise and
become invasive), horticultural history of introduction; conservation. Written by a
professional plant taxonomist or plantsperson, a horticultural flora assists clarfication
of scientific and common names, the identification of plant characteristics that occur in
cultivated plants that are additional to those in wild counterparts, and descriptions
of cultivars. Although horticultural floras may include a range of food plants, their
emphasis 15 generally on omamental plants and so these floras are sometimes referred
to as "garden floras." Increasingly they provide data for sustainable landscaping, such
as: drought tolerance and irrigation needs; food sources of native and migratory bird
and butterfly species; companion planting; vasive species notation; local habitat
restoration aspects. Numerous encyclopaedic hstings of cultivated plants have been
compiled but only four substantial horticultural floras have ever been produced, these
being for: North America; Europe; South-eastern Australia, Hawaii and the tropics.
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16-

17-

18-

19-

20-

It is stated in the passage that a horticultural flora ———-———- :

1) include 3-D colour images on CD-ROMS

2) may include information on conservation

3) develops in wet to semi-wet climate zones

4} 1s made up excluively of wild cultigens

According to the passage, -————- —

1) all floras are usually produced as university websites today

2) naturalise plants are very likely to be classified as invasive

3) butterfly species are considered as invasive species on flora lists
4) no considerable horticultural floras have been produced for Asia
The passage mentions that --———-—--—- -,

1) taxonomic literature on plant groups are for easy "spotting”

2) a horticultural flora relates specifically to ornamental plants

3) “garden floras™ may producde important species of food plants
4) encyclopaedic listings of cultivated plants are hard to compile
The passage points to the fact that ——-—— -—.

1) a native plants flora serve up to three purposes at the same time
2) data on companion planting 1s good for sustainable landscaping
3) there are only few historical details on tropical exceptional trees
4) prominent nurserymen selected from horticultural plant breeders

The passage does not contain any information on-————-—- -—- of a horticultural flora,
1) ‘uses” 2) “scope and contents’

3) “fruat cultivars’ 4) “publishing”

PASSAGE 2

Root rotis a condition found in both indoor and outdoor plants, although more
common in indoor plants with poor drainage. As the name states, the roots of the plant
rot. Usually. this 15 a result of overwatering. In houseplants, 1t 15 a very common
problem. and is slightly less commeon in outdoor plants. In both indoor and outdoor
plants, it is usually Jethal and there is no effective treatment. The excess water makes it
very difficult for the roots to get the air that they need. causing them to decay. To
avoid root rot, 1t 1s best to only water plants when the soil becomes dry, and to put the
plant in a well-drained pot. Using a heavy soil, such as one dug up from outdoors can
also cause root rot. Many cases of root rot are caused by members of the water
mould genus Phytophthora. Perhaps the most aggressive is P. cinmamomi. Spores from
root rot causing agents do contaminate other plants, but the rot cannot take hold unless
there 1s adequate moisture, Spores are not only airborne, but are also carried by insects
and other arthropods in the soil. A plant with root rot will not normally survive, but
can often be propagated so it will not be lost completely. Plants with root rot should be
removed and destroyed. Root rot can occur in hydroponic applications, if the water is
not properly aerated. This 1s usually accomplished by use of anair pump, air
stones, air diffusers and by adjustment of the frequency and length of watering cycles
where applicable. Hydroponic air pumps function in much the same way as aquarium
pumps, which are used for the same purpose. Root rot and other problems associated
with poor water aeration were principal reasons for the development of aeroponics.
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21-

22-

23-

24-

25-

The passage mentions that --———-—-—- -

1) root rot does not can happen in hydroponic applications

2} P. cinnamomi is a water mould from genus Phvtophthora

3) hydroponic air pumps are multi-finction aquarium pumps

4} roots, m fact, *breathe’ better m presence of excess water

It is stated in the passage that —---——-——-—--

1) airborne spores are carried in soil by msects and other arthropods
2) 1t1s possible to propagate a plant with the problem of root rot

3) root rot is a found mostly in outdoor plants with poor drainage

4) root rot spore agents contaminate all the plants in the same so1l
According to the passage, ———- —

1) root rot can be prevented if watering is done on dry soil

2) rotting of the roots of the plants rot 1s not for overwatering

3) air diffusers are used to adjust the length of watering cycles

4) aeroponics 1tself can cause poor water aeration in indoor places
The passage points to the fact that ——-—— -—.

1) there are only two effective treatments for root rot

2} root rot develops only if there 15 adequate moisture

3) soils are best aerated by the use of electric air pumps

4} root rot rarely occurs in outdoor, fertilised heavy soil

The word *lethal” in the passage (underlined) is closest to —------—-- -
1) “water’ 2) “soil’ 3) “poison’ 4) ‘pest’

PASSAGE 3

Several of the 12,0004 varieties of seaweed in the ocean have been shown to be
valuable additions to the organic garden and can be abundantly available free for those
living near the coast. However. caution should be observed when collecting seaweed.,
particularly from areas that are lLable topollution, such as downriver
(including estuaries) of industrial activities as seaweed is susceptible to contamination.
There are also legal implications relating to gathering seaweed, and concerns about
sustainability. In terms of soil structure, seaweed does not add a great deal of bulk, but
its jelly hike alginate content helps to bind soil crumbs together, and 1t contains all soil
nutrients (0.3%N, 0.1% P,1)0% K. plus a full range of trace elements) and amino
acids. For those who cannot gather fresh seaweed. it is available commercially in a
dried 'meal' form or as a concentrated liquid extract which is active in significantly
smaller rates. While 'meal' products are himited to soil applications due to their
insolubility, foliar feeding or root zone applications through drip lines are possible
with soluble extracts. Seaweed, particularly bladderwrack, kelp or laminaria. can be
either applied to the soil as a mulch (although it will tend to break down very quickly)
or can be added to the compost heap, where it is an excellent activator. A perhaps less
serious potential problem with seaweed is its salt content. While it 1s unhikely to add
sufficient seaweed to seriously upset the balances of salt in the soil. it is not liked
by worms, who will not live in it, It can be hosed down before adding to the soil to
reduce the salt content, or left to be desalinated by rainwater. Rinsing seaweed is risky
as valuable alginates are potentially lost to runoff,
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26-

27-

28-

30-

It is stated in the passage that —--————-- :

1) seaweeds add to the contamination of industrial activities

2) bladderwrack, kelp or laminaria are excellent activator

3) seaweed adds a great deal of bulk to the soil structure

4) even hard compost heaps tend to break down quickly

The passage points to the fact that ——-----—- —--

1) organic gardens are usually developed near sea and ocean coasts
2) seaweeds can upset the balance of organic salt content in soil

3) there are serious problems with insolubility in foliar feeding

4) estuary seeweeds should not be apphied to organic gardens
According to the passage, ———- —

1) there are a many as 1000 varieties of seaweed in the ocean

2} root zone applications form drip lines in soluble extracts

3) seaweed runoffs are common due to their alginates

4) seeweed 1s very rich in all types of soil nutrients

The passage mentions that --——-—-—- -,

1) soil amino acids include both soil nutrients and trace elements
2} the soil be *hosed down’ by reducing its harmful salt content

3) liquid seeweed extract is cheaper than dried seeweed 'meal’

4) collecting seaweed does not usually take much caution

The word *rinsing’ in the passage (underlined) is closest to ——------———-—- i
1) “wash’ 2) ‘mix” 3) ‘rub’ 4) “boil’
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